Moses 5: The Two Ways – Overview
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reflects God’s very own image. Genesis is not only about the origins of sin; it is also about
the foundations of human perfection. The work that God has begun in Creation He will
bring to completion.… [E]arly Jewish and Christian readers [were] aware of this while
most of their modern counterparts have not been.”7 The clarity with which the fundamental
doctrines, laws, and ordinances of the Gospel begin to unfold in Moses 5 fully justifies
Nibley in calling it “the greatest of all chapters” in scripture.8
Consistent with the overall developmental themes of perfection and corruption throughout
the remainder of the book of Moses, chapter 5 is structured into a series of stories highlighting
the contrast between those who would and would not hearken to the voice of God.9 We read
the record of Adam and Eve’s obedience to the “second commandments”10 given after the
Fall and of the angel’s explanation of the law of sacrifice.11 We also are provided with an
extended account of how, with the tragedy of Cain and Abel,12 “the rebellion in the heavens
was transmitted to a rebellion on the earth.”13 Following the brief genealogies of the posterity
of Cain,14 we encounter the story of Lamech’s rise to the pinnacle of wickedness through the
murder of his rivals,15 an account that foreshadows the sad notice of the complete parting
of the ways between the righteous and the wicked.16

Moses 5

Moses 5 fills in many details that are missing from Genesis, such as the reason why Cain’s
offering was rejected,17 and the fact that there were descendants born to Adam and Eve
prior to Cain and Abel.18 It was from among these descendants that Cain chose a wife19—
and, later, it was from among these same family members he had reason to fear vengeance
for his crime against Abel.20 Sarna argues that many details of this sort were no doubt
originally contained in an independent narrative, of which the traditional text of Genesis
preserves only the “bare bones of the story.”21 Thus, it is not surprising that valuable text and
commentary relating to themes missing in Genesis but found in the book of Moses have
survived in fragmentary form within Jewish, Islamic, early Christian, and other sources—
though, not unexpectedly, seemingly genuine ancient material is mixed with material of
more dubious provenance.22 Robinson summarizes some of the significant parallels between
such literature and the prophetic additions to Genesis provided in the book of Moses:
Among the extracanonical themes found in the writings of Joseph Smith—themes confirmed
to be ancient ones in light of the literature discovered only after his death—are the heavenly
messengers, the raising of Adam, Adam’s detection of Satan disguised as an angel of light (a
false messenger), the promise to Adam of a coming Savior, the gathering of Adam’s righteous
posterity to receive his final blessing or testament, and Adam’s prediction of future world
history. In addition, the doctrine of the two Adams—the divine, heavenly Adam and the
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