Moses 4: The Fall – Overview
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ing is “a means of linking together in a dynamic fashion the whole of salvation history; it is a
means of indicating the interrelatedness between every stage in this continuing working out of
divine Providence,” including “the place of each individual Christian’s [ordinances129] within
the divine economy as a whole.”130 Note the chiastic structure of the sequence, which begins
and ends in glory:131
1. From glory to nakedness.132 Though “naked” because their knowledge of their premortal state
had been taken away by a veil of forgetfulness,133 Adam and Eve had come to Eden nonetheless
“trailing clouds of glory.”134 While the couple, as yet, were free from transgression, they could
stand “naked” in God’s presence without shame,135 being “clothed with purity”136 in what early
commentators called “garments of light”137 or “garments of contentment.”138 In one source, Eve
describes her appearance by saying: “I was decked out like a bride, And I reclined in a weddingchamber of light.”139
In the context of rituals and ordinances based on the experiences of Adam and Eve, Nibley explained: “The garment [of light] represents the preexistent glory of the candidate… When he
leaves on his earthly mission, it is laid up for him in heaven to await his return. It thus serves as
security and lends urgency and weight to the need for following righteous ways on earth. For if
one fails here, one loses not only one’s glorious future in the eternities to come, but also the whole
accumulation of past deeds and accomplishments in the long ages of preexistence.”140
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2. From innocence to transgression.141 Rabbinical tradition taught that, following his transgression,
“Adam… lost his [heavenly] clothing—God stripped it off him…”142 and similarly that Eve
“was stripped of the righteousness in which [she] had been clothed.”143 Likewise, the Discourse
on Abbaton records that both Adam and Eve “became naked” upon eating the forbidden
fruit.144According to the Life of Adam and Eve, God then “sent seventy plagues upon us, to our
eyes, and to our ears and as far as our feet, plagues and portents laid up in his treasuries.”145
Anderson takes this to mean that “Adam has exchanged an angelic constitution for a mortal one,”
in other words that he has been “clothed with flesh.”146 Shamed by their loss of glory, Adam and
Eve covered their earthly bodies with fig leaf aprons.147
Rabbinical writings describe how, in likeness of Adam and Eve, each soul descending to earth
“divests itself of its heavenly garment, and is clothed in a garment of flesh and blood,”148 the prior
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